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the Town of .my parti@plar 
ing my Eye upon a Treatife, which I could ndt 


I Am diverted from the Accomut I ‘was giving 
oveciook without an inexcufable Negligence, 


and want of Concern for all the Civil, as well as«. 


Religious Interefts of Mankind. This Piece has for 
its Title, A Difcourfe of Free-thinking, vccafioned by 
the Rife and Growth of a Sec called Free-thinkers. 
The Author very Methodically enters upon his Ar- 
gument, and fays, by Free-thinking I mean the ufe of 
the Under ftandin, in gas to find ont Fs 
meaning .of any. Propofition whatfoever. in confider- 
ing ‘he, at oft ¢ Evidence for aot againft, and 
in judging it according to the feeming Force or 
Weaknefs of the Evidence. As foon' as he has de- 
liyered this Definition, from which one would ex- 
peét he did not defign to thew a particular Inclina- 
tion for or againft any thing before’ he had confi- 
dered it, he gives up all Title to the CharaGer of a 
Free-thinker, with the moft apparent Prejudice a- 
gainft a Body of Men, whom of all other a good 
Man would be moft careful not to violate, I 
mean Men in Holy Orders. Perfons who have 
devoted themfelves to the. Service of God, are ve- 
nerable to all who fear Him ; and it is a certain 


Charaéteriftick of adiffolute and ungovern’d Mind, . 


to rail or {peak difrefpe&fally of -them in gene 
ral. It is certain, that in fo great 4 Croud of Men 
fome will intrude, ,who. are. of Tempers, very unbe- 


coming their Funétion ; but becaufe Ambition and _ 


°s, lod at Bofom, which 
ought to be the Dwelling of Sanétity.and. Devotion, 
mutt this unreafonable Author vilifie the whole Or- 
der ? He has not taken the leaftCare to aire his 
being an Enemy to the Perfons againft whom he 
writes, nor any where granted that the Inftitution 
of Religious Men toferve at the Altar, and inftruct. 
fuch who are not as wife as himfelf, is at all 
neceffary or defirable; but proceeds, without the leaft 


“Avarice are fometimes, lodged ih | 





| Apology, to undermine their Credit, and fruftrate 


(Price ‘Two Peice.) 





neerns, by" caft- 


their Labotirs : Whatever Cletpy-men, in Difputes 
againiteach other, ha¥e unguardedly uttered, is here 


% 


recorded ‘in’ fach a’ manner as ,to affeét Religion it. 


felf, by wreltitig ‘Canceffions ‘to its Difadvantage 
from its own'Teachets. If this be true, as {ure any 
Man that reads’ the Difcourfe mutt allow it is; and 
if Religion is‘the ftrongelt Tye of Human. Society, 
in what Manner are we to treat this our common 
Eneiny, who promotes the Growth of fuch'a Se& 
ashe calls Free-thinkers:? - He that fhould burn a 
Houfe, and jnftifie the A@ion by afferting ‘he is a 
Free Agent, would be more excufable than this Au- 
thor in beeing, Sgro he has ftom the Right of a 
Free-Thinker’: But there are.a Set of Dry, Joylefs, 
Dull Fellows, who want Capacities and Tale to. 
make a Figure amongft Mankind upon benevolent 
and generous. Prineiples, ‘that think to furmount 
theit own ‘Natural Meannefs, by laying Offences in 
the way of fich as make it their Endeavour to ex- 
cel upon the received Maxims and boneft Arts of 
Life. “If it ‘were pofliblete laugh at, fo melancholy 
an Affair as, what hazard$ Salvation, it would be 









no ‘unpleafant Enquity to ask’ what SatisfaStions they 
reap, what extraordinary Gratification of Senfe, or 
what elicions i bertinifm this Se@ Of Free-Thinkers 






enjoy, after'getting Toole of ‘tHe Laws which’ con- 


fine the Paffiens of other. Men‘? wy Guldge fot be 
a Matter’ of Mirth to find, after all, thar the’ Heads 
of this growing Seé are abasic, who prate 
whole Evenings over Coffee, and have not themifelves 
fire enough to beany further Debauchees, than meré+ 
PR card bf sia faicully ate, im, 
theinfelvés only fpeculatively wicked, and are con- 
tented that Atgshe: 3 ued Youn i 













ted that altel loned "Young Men. of the 
Age ‘ate.kep¢ fafe from Refle@ion by dabbling’ in 
their’ Rhapfodies, -without tafting the Pl 







ures 
for. it DoArines leavethem unaccountable. . 
Thusdo heavy Mortals, only to gratifie’a dry Pride 
of Heart, give up the Interefts of another. World, 
without éflarging their Gratificatiotis in shis; bas 

; 























alents tO, 


| agi 





} 
' 
{ 
} 
} 
| 


rs a 


PS 
." 1 18 


‘ Heis n ouched with any uchSerifation as th 






™“ % 4 , ‘ Pod 2 Be Oe . * ‘8 : 
;_céctain there are a fort of Men that can puz- 
te Tm, but cannot enjoy the SatisfaGion of it. 







feurned for Religion, and itis it that 
Rapture 


Whatever oneof thefeScorners may 


ame Free-thinker is a Creature unacquainted 
Emotions which poffefs great ee 
c 


ink; vi certainly want Parts to be Devout; and 
, @fenfe of Piety towards Heaven, as well as the 


e of any thing elfe, is lively and warm in pro- 
rtion to the Faculties of the Head and Heart. 
his Gentleman may be affured he has not a Tatte 

for what he ptetends to defery, and the Poor Mari 
is certainly more.a Bl ad than an Atheift. 
I mf repeat, a he wants Gapacity to relith what 
true Piety is; e is as capableof writing an He- 
roick Poem, as making a fervent Prayer. When 
Men are thusow and narrow in their Apprehenfi- 


" gnsof things, and at the fametime vain, they arena- 


turally led to think every thing they do not under- 


- ©ftand, not to be underftood. Their Contradi@ion 


to what is'u by others isa neceflary Confe-. 
ce of their Incapacity to receive it. The Fy 
1 


‘theiftical Fellows who appeared the laft Age 
jot ferve the Devil for nought, but revell’d in Ex- 


cefles fuitable\to their Principles, while in thefe 
unhapp ‘Days Mifchief is done for Mifchief’s fake. 
Thefe Free-thinkers, who lead the Lives of Reclufe 
Students, for no other purpofe but to difturb the 
Sentiments of other Men, put.me in mind of the 
monftrous Recreation of thofé“late wild Youths, 
who, without Provocation, had a Wantonnefs in 
ftabbing and defacing thofe they met with. When 
fach Writers as this, who has no Spirit but that of 
Malice, pretend to inform the Age, Mobocks and 
a may well fet up for Wits and Men of 
ure. 


It will be perhaps expected, that { thould produce 
fome Inftances of the ill Intention of this Free- 
thinker, to fapport the Treatment I here give him 


Qn his $2d Page he fays, 


¢ adly. The Priefts throughout the World differ 
£ about Scriptures, and the Authority of Scriptures. 
© The Bramins have a Book of Scripture call’d the 
© Shafter. The med have their Zandavaftaw. 
© The Bonzes of China have Books written by the 
‘. Difciples of Fo-he, whom they call the God avd 
© Saviour g the World, who was born to seach the 
© Way of Salvation, and to give Satisfaction for all 
© Mens Sins. The Talapoins of Siam havea Book of 
‘ Scripture written by Sommonocodum, «who, the 
« paarectter Oo was born of a Virgin, and was the 


© God e d by the Univerfe. The Dervizes have 
© their Aleborax. - 


I believe there is no one will difpute the Au- 
thor’s great I jality in fetting down the Ac- 
counts of tliefe different Religions. And [think it 
is pretty evident he delivers the matter with an Air 


that betrays, the Hiftory of one bore of « Virgin has® 
as much Authority with him from St. Sommonocodone 
as from St. Matthew. Thus he treats Revelation. 
Then a& to Philofophy, hetells you, p. 136. Cicero 


produces this as an Inftance of a probable Opinion, 
thet they who fiudy Philofopby rigs whe there 
are any Gods; and then, from confideration of vari- 
ous Notions, he affirms Tally concludes, That there 
can be nothing after Death. 


As to what he mifreprefents of Zzlly, the thort 
Sentertce .on the Head of this Paper is enough to 
oppofe ; but who can have Patience to refle& upon 
the Affemblage of Impoftors, among which our Au- 
thor places the Religion of his Country ? As for 
my part, I cannot fee — Interpretation to 
give this Work, but a Defign to fubvert and ridi- 
cule the Authority of Scripture. The Peace and 
Tranquility of the Nation, and Regards even above 
thofe, are fo much concerned in this Matter, that 
it is difficult to exprefs fufficient Sorrow for the Of- 
fender, or Indignation againft him. But if ever 
Man deferved to be denied the common Benefits of 
Air and Water, it is the Author of a Difcourfe of 
Free-Thinking, 


ERRATA nY "s Paper. Col. 2. 1. s1. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Bat. Pidgeon, the Mair-cuttér, in the Strand, cuts 
Gentlemens, Ladies and Childrens Hair on Mondays, Wednefdays 
ond t= - his —— egainft Surry-ftrect near the May~ 

le. On Tueldays ays Fridays he will wait upon Gen» 
tlemen and Ladies where defired. . rec ; 


Ju Publifh’d, 


The Lives of the two Illuftrious Generals John 
Duke of Marl and Francis Eugene Prince of Savoy, with 
both their Effigies, rav’d by Mr. Vandergutchr, pr. 4. Pricted 
for A. Bell at che Bible end Crofs-Keys, and J. Phillips at the Black 
Bull in Corshill, and Sold by J. Baker in Pater-nofter-row. Where 
may be had What has been may be, &c. To whichis added the Tryal 
of the feven Bifhops,-pr. 18, and Inftru&ions-to the twelve rew 
Lights lately {prung up at G —Hem, Addrefled to the flourithing 


Party, pr. 3d: 


Books lately Printed for Jacob Tonfon, at Shake- 
{pear’s Head againft Catherine Street in the Strand. Opera & 
Fragmenta veterum Poetarum Latinorum Profanerum & Ecclefi- 
afticorum. Duobus Voluminibus comprehenfa. Creation. A Phi- 
lofophical Poem, reyes, GH Exiftence and Providence of a 
God. In feven Books. By Sir Riehard Blackmore, Kt. M. D. and 
Fellow ef the Royal Co of Phyficians inLondon. Thejfecond 
Edition, Poems upon ons, by the Right Honourable 
George Granville, Lord Lanfdown. The Works Mr. Thomas 
Orway, in two Velumes, Confifting of ae Poems, and Love- 
Letcers. A Poem w his Excellency the Privy Seal, on the 
Profpe& of Péace, ‘by Mr. Tickell. The Fourth Edition, Rural 
Sports. A Poem, ibed to Mr. Pope. by Mr. Gay. An Ode 
to the Creator of the World, Occafion’d by the Fragments of Orpheus, 
The fecond Edition.  Chriftus Patiens, Carmen Heroicum, The 
Careleft Husband, A Comedy, written by Mr. Cibber. Price 6 ds 
Tatlers in 4 Volumes, Syo and 12mo. Spefators in 4 Volumes, 
Svo and ramo. N. B, The three laft Volumes of the Spectator 
will be Publithed in a few Days. 
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LONDON: Printed for F. Tonfon in the Strand; and Sold by 


A. Baldwiee in WarwickeLane; where Advertifements are taken in. 1713. 
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